
 

In wildness 

Is the 

Preservation 

Of the World  

Henry  David Thoreau 

Wisconsin, is a fantastic & underap-

preciated freshwater fishery for fly 

anglers.  

   Of course Tim gave an overview of 

the offerings of his fly shop, including 

guide services with the 7 guides on 

staff, free winter programs of guest fly 

tiers, a large selection of flies for sale 

& the shopõs websites.  He then delved 

into the meat of the first topic, which 

was how to successfully fish for river 

Smallmouth Bass.  While standing in 

the heart of Iowa trout country, Tim 

reminded the anglers that trout live 

and interact differently in their habitat 

than smallies do in their habitat; 

therefore each species should be ap-

proached differently.  For example:  

prey in the trout environment often 

move slowly whereas forage for smal-

lies often move quickly & are generally 

chased; trout typically face into the 

current, but smallies face many direc-

tions; and trout hold close to, or in di-

rect current, but river smallies prefer 

to hold in little or no current.  

   Then, with photos displaying on the 

video screen of river structure, inter-

spersed with photos of happy clients 

with rotund 19ó+ smallies, Tim provid-

     The ôholeõ was actually a span of riffles 

located next to a seam of slow -moving pock-

et water abutting the 

bank.  Following a cou-

ple of roll casts, I casted 

traditionally, aiming 

near the edge of the 

pocket.  With more line 

out, my soft hackle 

nymph drifted out along 

the slow water & began 

to swing across & into 

the riffles.  Just as I 

began to strip line in, 

FISH ON!  The temps 

were cold enough to 

freeze water on the rod 

guides, it was windy, & 

my soul was lifted.  The fish fought well, 

leaping from the cloudy water.  It was a 14ó 

Rainbow; a feisty stocker.  It was landed on 

Swiss Valley stream on my last hole of the 

day.  Jackfish Kate and I had started out 

fishing together, but our paths split when 

Jackfish headed downstream, fishing and 

exploring.  Soon after, I'd discovered a nice 

view of the stream when trekking along an 

uphill trail.  Jackfish was framed beautiful-

ly while fishing in mixed ribbons of golden 

brown earth & milky brown water.  We met 

back on the trail, readying for home.  That 

was how we ended the day of March 12, 

2011 in the NE Iowa Driftless region:  fly 

fishing.  

   We started our day walking into the 

Swiss Valley Nature Center, Peosta, IA., 

just as the programs hosted by the Dubu-

que Fly Fishers and presented by Tight 

Lines Fly Shop owner Tim Landwehr and 

shop guide Nate Sipple were set to begin.  

Forty to fifty guests had come to listen to 

the men from the De Pere, WI, fly shop give 

their presentations.  Topics included:  how 

and where to fish for river Smallmouth 

Bass; demonstrations on how to tie smallie 

flies; and why the Midwest, and especially 
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June 18 th , 2011 

7:30-8:15 Registration  

9:00am -2:30pm Program  

Isaak Walton League (Peosta, Iowa)  

FREE! FREE! FREE ! 

*Open to Women ages 18 and over.  

Activities include:  Gun Safety, Shotgun & Rifle Shooting, Ar-

chery, Fly -fishing, Knot -tying, Outdoor Cooking,                             

Fish cleaning, and more!  

Thank you to the 2011 BOW Sponsors:  

IDNR, Isaac Walton League, RMEF, DCCB, and Pheasants Forever  

 

 

To register call Jenny at (563) 556 -6745 

DFF to Present Fly Casting/Tying Program at BOW  
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Know someone who would enjoy outdoor sports more if only they had the opportunity to learn from experts?  The nation-

ally recognized BOW is just such an opportunity.  This event  is sponsored by a collaboration of organizations dedicated to 

outdoor sports, and preservation of the resources.  DFF has participated in this event for a number of years, and watched 

it grow from a few participants to over 30 last year.  This year the DFF will demonstrate Casting / Fly Tying / Knot Tying.   

BOW Participants 2010 



 

DFF Officers 2011  

Position  Name  Email  

President (2011-13) John Miller  president@DubuqueFlyFishers.org  

Vice President (2011-13) Frank Larson  vpresident@DubuqueFlyFishers.org  

Secretary (2010 -12) Dave Felland  secretary@DubuqueFlyFishers.org  

Treasurer (2010 -12) Frank Ciciarelli  treasurer@DubuqueFlyFishers.org  

At Large (2010-11) Gary Woerdehoff  atlarge1@DubuqueFlyFishers.org   

At Large (2011-13) Dave Unsen  atlarge2@DubuqueFlyFishers.org  

Newsletter  Mike Jozefowicz  newsletter@DubuqueFlyFishers.org  

Need Something to Do This Summer?  Here are some suggestions . 

June 18  Becoming Outdoor Women  July 6 Brown Town ñ Cadis Park  Aug 3 Mud Lake  

June 15ñ22 Door County  July 13 Grant River - Rattlesnake to Camel 

Ridge 

Aug 10 Delhi Float from dam to first 

bridge  

June 29 Lake Meyer   August 21 DFF Picnic (3:00 PM at 

Donõs) 

  17 Upper Iowa Float  
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Dubuque Fly Fishers Complimentary Memberships  
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 Last Name  First  Address  Town  ST·  Zip  

Ammon (SV)  Jenny  13606 Swiss Valley Road  Dubuque,  Ia  52068 

Hawkeye  Fly Fishers  P.O. Box 807 Cedar Rapids  Ia  50704 

Jacobs Mike  104 W. Burroughs St.  Monticello  Ia  52310 

Martins(DNR)  Rick  909 West Main Suite 4  Manchester  Ia  52057 

Lyons E.B.  8999 Bellevue Hgts.  Dubuque,  Ia  52003 

Osterkamp (DNR)  Karen  22693 205th  Ave. Manchester  Ia  52057 

Preston (SV)  Brian  13606 Swiss Valley Road  Dubuque,  Ia  52068 

White (SV)  Jason 24709 Finley's Landing Rd  Sherril  Ia  52073 

Sanfilippo (DNR)  Joe 909 West Main Suite 4  Manchester  Ia  52057 

Wagner  Jessica 18670 63rd Street  Maquoketa  Ia  52060 

mailto:atlarge1@DubuqueFlyFishers.org
mailto:atlarge2@DubuqueFlyFishers.org


 

Tim Landwhere continued from page one  

ed examples of how to fish 

the given structure, the 

forage type & how it pre-

sents itself, and followed 

with how & when to fish 

top water, intermediate 

and sinking flies.  Tim 

stated that 85 -90% of a 

smallieõs diet is crayfish 

yet 2 of the most success-

ful shop patterns used are 

the Bart -O and Mudich 

Minnows.  (Continued p 

4 )Tim said, òOpportunity 

trumps quantity alwaysó.  

More energy and risk are involved with eating a crayfish 

than a baitfish.  Due to the aggressive nature of smallies, 

Tim also reminded the anglers not to cast in the same spot 

twice.  

   Nate presented the 2 nd portion of the program.  He 

demonstrated how to tie the Murdich Minnow & another 

un-named baitfish imitation heõd created.  Additional tips, 

such as how & why to use an adhesive gel vs. the liquid 

version when attaching eyes, and why one should gently lift 

a fly tied with ôFish Lipsõ to the waterõs surface prior to 

casting again, were provided.  The shopõs top 6 fly recom-

mendations were given, and Tim gave a demo on how to tie 

a Fordyce Loop when attaching a fly, especially a popper or 

streamer pattern, such as a Clouser, to the leader.  

   Tim finished the programs emphasizing how the Midwest 

Dubuque Fly Page 4 Dubuque Fly Fishers  June ñJuly ñAugust 2011  

& particularly Wisconsin is a great freshwater fishery for fly 

anglers.  He spoke of stream improvements in NE IA and SW 

WI, the amount of free public access granted in these states & 

the diversity of fishing opportunities afforded those lucky 

enough to regularly fish the region.   Tim claims the Midwest 

has the best Smallmouth Bass fishing available.  He also 

spoke of trout streams, the Hexagenia Limbata hatches, the 

Musky Capital of the World, migratory fish including big 

Brown Trout and Steelhead, & of the hard -fighting carp.  

   Tim also displayed a graph comparing the length of the 

fishing seasons in Montana versus the Midwest.  Shortly af-

terward, Jackfish and I donned our waders.  The program 

was over but we had more Iowa winter fly fishing to do!!  

Like kids standing in line at a candy store with mouths watering, DFF members attending the April 

11th program got peek at some beautifully attired fly boxes.  



 

Combine all ingredients but ham and trout.  Add salt and 

fresh ground black pepper to taste. Stuff each trout with a 

slice of ham and enough of crumb mixture to fill body cav-

i ty. Close with a skewer i f necessary. 

Put about 1/4 c. olive oil in a heavy cast iron or earthen-

ware dish, add fish and put into oven at 350 until done, 

15ñ20 minutes.  While fish are in the oven, heat 1/4 cup 

each butter and olive oil in a heavy pan on stove top.  Add 

finely minced garlic, 1 tsp paprika, 1 tbsp fresh minced or 

1/2 tsp dried basil, and 1/2 cup cream sherry.  Cook over a 

high flame stirring constantly until liquid is somewhat 

thickened.  When the fish are done, cover with sauce and 

garnish with cress and twists of lemon  

James Newland                                                               

Greenwood Ranches                                                            

Bell Fourche, South Dakota  

For those of you who enjoy eating trout I offer this historic reci-

pe from the cowboy cookbook published by the Society for 

Range Management in 1985.  This gourmet trout dish could 

easily change a catch and release fisher into a catch and eat 

connoisseur. 

I love my trout dinners and this is the best recipe Iõve found 

Tom Jirsa  
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4 Cleaned Trout, 1-lb each 1/2 tsp thyme 

4 thin slices smoked ham 1/2 tsp basil 

4 cloves finely minced garlic 1/2 tsp sugar 

1/2 c breadcrumbs 1/2 c parsley 

Juice of one lemon plus a bit of grated rind 

Mona Basin Ham -Stuffed Trout Recipe  



 

Thanks to all who helped at the Swiss Valley ñClean-upò on May 9, 2011.  Many hands made light work of 
cleaning up both the park and the trout stream in Upper Swiss Valley.  Seventeen adults and four children 
attended.   

After the clean-up, all enjoyed brats and dogs with all of the fixins.  Many of the attendees stayed longer to 
enjoy telling stories around the campfire.  What a great night.  

Those in attendance were:  

 

The good news is that there wasnôt much trash to be picked up.  We can hope that it is an indication that 
more people are not littering and that those that use the park and stream are picking up as they go.  Jenny Ammon 
mentioned that we should all be on the look out for loose fishing line.  Pick it up anywhere you find it.  Jenny will 
have an article later on what fishing line does to wildlife.  

Thanks again                                                                                               John Carl Miller 

Frank  Cicciarelli  

Don  Cox  

Dave  Felland  

Mike  Jozefowicz  

C.J.  Klenske  

Frank  Larson  

Jack  Lovell  

Scott  Meissen  

John  Miller & granddaughter, Lylly  

Doug  Nauman  

Frank  Potter  

Steve  Reisdort  

Paul  Schumacher  

Dave  Tipple  

Dave  Unsen  

Chad  Witthoeft & Elizabeth, Anna, and David  

Gary  Woerdehoff  
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